
 

 

Candle lit Christmas Services  

Chenies Baptist Church 

Outlook 
Issue 473 

6.30 pm Christmas Eve 

Make Christmas extra special this year and take part 
in the lighting of the Chenies Beacon at 6.30 on 
Christmas Eve. It hasn’t been lit since June 2012 on 
the occasion of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
 
To add to the occasion why not bring along your own 
lanterns or night-lights in jam jars. We will sing some 
carols and celebrate together by lighting the beacon to 
mark the birth of Jesus – the light of the world. 
 
We hope you and your family will be able to join us on 
this special evening. Please feel free to park in the 
Baptist Church car park to avoid congestion in the road.                                   
Malcolm Hazell    

  

Christingle & 
Carol Service 

Sun 21 Dec 6.30 pm 
A short pilgrimage 
from Chenies Baptist 
to a candle lit barn at 
North Hill Farm  

Christingle & 
Real Nativity 
Wed 24 Dec 4 pm 

A service for all 
the family. Let 
Christmas begin 
here… 

C H R I S T M A S  2 0 1 4  

Beacon Lighting In Chenies 

www.cheniesbaptist.co.uk 

Advent 
Pilgrimage 

Sun 7 Dec 6 pm 

A family friendly 
carol service with the 
joy of making & 
lighting a Christingle 

(Further details on the next page)  

 
 

 

We wish all our 
readers a joyful 
Christmas and a 
peaceful New 

Year 
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A candle lit Christmas 

Christingle Carol Service  
Sunday 21st December at 6.30 pm 
An opportunity for both Children and aspiring 
adults to make a Christingle and sing carols by 
candlelight.  
 
Christingle and Real Nativity 
 Wed 24th December (Christmas Eve) at 4 pm 
Another chance to enjoy this popular service. 
Children will make Christingles and bring 
them into a candle lit church. Visitors tell us 
that this service is now a key part of their 
Christmas preparations. Why not make it a 
part of yours. 

Advent Pilgrimage 
Most Christmas services take place in a warm, 
well lit building even though the first Christmas 
took place in a draughty animal shelter. 
 
Why not join us for a more authentic 
experience on our Advent Pilgrimage? We’ll be 
walking from Chenies Baptist Church to North 
Hill Farm to identify with the journey taken by 
Mary and Joseph. We’ll end in a candle lit barn 
surrounded by the sound and smell of horses 
and have a short time of reflection and carol 
singing to remind us of the real events and 
meaning of Christmas. 
  
We invite all able bodied travellers to join us 
on Sunday 7th December leaving Chenies 
Baptist at 6 pm. 

Two Opportunities to make 
a Christingle 

…. news happy programme is a healthy 
antidote to news and TV filled with violence 
and horror. And a great example of the 
Christmas spirit of good will.  
 
It’s about joy and creativity. It’s about making 
other people happy by sharing something fun 
and delicious. It shows how strong rivalry can 
exist alongside mutual affection and respect. 
It shows that people can be disappointed and 
yet salute the bread and pastry triumphs of 
others. It shows how, whatever the flops and 
failures of one week, the slate is wiped clean 
for the following week and there’s another 
chance to be star baker.      Margaret Swift 

Bake Off Take Off  

Did Bake Off inspire you to make your own 
Christmas cake? It certainly inspired 9.1 
million people to watch it – 4 million more 
than watched the England v Norway football 
match. It’s not hard to see why -  a good….. 
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Celebrating the birth of a boy 
 

The method of celebrating a child’s birth may 
have changed from a celebratory pint down 
the pub to tweets, texts and Facebook posts 
but the desire to trumpet the news and share 
one’s joy remains.  
 
God the Father certainly doesn’t let the 
occasion of his son’s birth pass unmarked in 
fact you would call it a spectacular show. You 
can read about in the Gospel of Luke chapter 
2 verses 8 to 20. 
 
God is doing something amazing. But he’s not 
just making an announcement, he is issuing an 
invitation. And he issues it first, not to ‘A’ list 
celebrities but ‘Z’ list nobodies. The invitation 
is to go and see. And the shepherds can, 
because the Messiah is not shielded behind the 
guarded walls of a royal palace, but out in 
plain view in an ordinary house in an ordinary 
village down the road. 
 
 

So please come to an 
ordinary chapel or 
church near you this 
Christmas and celebrate 
the birth of Jesus and 
discover for yourself 
the joy and peace of 
Christmas.  

How would you have 
announced the birth of Jesus? 

On social networks news can flash up within 
seconds and spread to thousands in minutes. 
News of disasters reach millions even faster – 
for this reason some people suggest that Jesus’ 
birth would have been better announced in our 
day.  
 
How would you have announced it? 
Televise on prime time TV? 
Choose a royal family so that everyone knows 
that God’s son has been born? 
Maybe speak to the world’s population in a 
dream that all experience? 
 
The Bible says that God’s ways are not our 
ways so we shouldn’t be too surprised to 
discover that there were no local dignitaries 
invited, not even the wider family were there to 
give a hand, the whole event was hidden away 
in the back of beyond at night.  
 
As the carols says, ‘how silently, how silently 
the wondrous gift is given’.  
 
We may questions God’s methods but 
according to the Pew Forum on Religious and 
Public Life, in 2010 there were 2.18 billion 
Christians around the world, nearly a third of 
the global population. 

Margaret Swift 



 

 
 

Christmas is usually depicted as a happy family day 
with everyone having a good time. 
 
The reality is often quite different. For many, 
Christmas is a difficult time of year especially for 
those who are: 

 ill, tired, depressed or anxious 
 lonely 
 grieving – the death of a loved one, divorce, 

redundancy 
 facing an uncertain future 
 concerned about finances. 

So where does that leave the person hearing ‘Joy to 
the World’ or ‘Jingle Bells’ and just not feeling the 
joy?  
 
If we look in the Bible at the account of the first 
Christmas, we may have all sorts of questions we 
would like to ask Mary, Joseph or the wise men. But 
we do know one thing – once they caught a glimpse 
of Jesus everything changed. Mary and Joseph’s lives 
would never be the same. The shepherds went from 
watching sheep to praising God and the wise men 
discovered a royal, cosmic, king worthy of their 
devotion - This is the real Christmas story.  
 
Not that life is perfect or easy, but that hope can 
break into hopeless situations. And despite our 
circumstances we can encounter the living God who 
is peace and rest to the weary, the broken and the 
forgotten. 
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Sunday Services Every Sunday at 
10.30am 

Children’s & Youth groups run each morning 
 

Minister: Rev. Malcolm Hazell - 01923 285361 
E-mail: Malcolm.hazell@btinternet.com 

Friday’s Youth Worker: Ben Ansell 

Youth contact dawn.hazell@hotmail.com  01923 285361 
 

Hall Bookings— Angelina 01494 763969 

bookings@cheniesbaptist.co.uk 

 

www.cheniesbaptist.co.uk 

‘Happy Christmas’ when you’re not happy 
 

This can be your story this Christmas. Life 
isn't perfect and that's not what Christmas is 
about. If Christmas was about perfect 
circumstances, Jesus wouldn't have been born 
in a manger in a stable. You see Christmas 
isn't about the circumstances we're in, but 
rather it's about what Jesus came to bring. 
 
Christmas happens when we discover Jesus. 
When we open our lives to our maker and 
rescuer. It’s like coming home. 
  
Please join us for Sunday worship at 10.30 am 
or come on Sunday 25th Jan at 6.30 pm when 
we will explore the challenging theme of ‘faith 
and mental & emotional health’   

Liz Cookson 
 


